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La ejecutividad de la vida orteguiana,
por otra parte, tampoco es sinénimo del
acontecer pre-reflexivo de la conciencia,
as{ concebida por creer Husserl que el
trascurso intencional de esta es sustrato
ontolégico de regiones énticas intersub-
jetivas catalogables. Descarta Ortega
el isomorfismo entre la estructura del
entendimiento y el de la fenomenicidad
que transcendentalmente se le reve-
la, porque, prescinde del fundamental
instrumento que predica Husserl para
tener acceso a todas estas prestaciones
filoséficas: la epokhé, como reflexién que
ha de neutralizar la creencia ontolégica
fundamental de todo juicio metafisico.
Este semblante de Ortega, que aqui
estoy trazando, y precisamente en ra-
zén de su mismo método, es, inevita-
blemente, “mi Ortega”, es decir, aquel
que cada uno est4 llamado a comprender
en la medida en que se ha comprometi-

do a hacer de la historia de la filosofia la
propia historia, que es el tnico método
para que aquella, asi, personalmente, se
comprenda. Mas esto quiere decir que
para filosofar con los muertos solo po-
demos hacerlo creyendo que estamos real-
mente dialogando con ellos, resucitdndo-
los en este mundo para seguir creando
al otro. De cara a ello hay que liberarse
de todo “escolasticismo”, categorfa or-
teguiana que corresponderfa hoy en dfa
al academicismo de quienes se instalan
en el habito impersonal que consiste en
creer poder repetir lo que un autor ha di-
cho, que equivale a creer, inevitablemen-
te, en el fondo, la grotesca e inconfesable
pretensién de convertirse en él —y no
con él-, suplantando su personalidad,
enterrandolo en ideas tan eruditas como
muertas, que no reviven filoséficamente
la filosoffa, porque nunca han confiado
en poder crear la propia.
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Rur Romao
estschriften are quite particu-
lar and wvui generis books. As
scholarly publications, they
may be said to constitute an important
and nowadays indispensable tradition
within academic institutions. They usu-

ally consist of compilations of studies
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dedicated to accomplished scholars on
an important moment of their careers,
most commonly on their retirement.
Some colleagues close to the dedicatee
generally edit the Festschriften, and the
collaborations include not only friends
and other colleagues but also ex-stu-
dents (and particularly those whose
doctoral theses were directed by the
honouree) and specialists on the sub-
jects mainly researched by the cele-
brated figure. Unfortunately, not all
Festschriften significantly contribute to
the academic domain of the celebrated

scholar as desired. In most cases that is
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due to the heterogeneit_y of the collab-
orations, in other cases to their uneven
quality. It may also occur that some au-
thors select texts that would possibly be
less easily publishable in scientific jour-
nals or in books on a single theme than
in this kind of collections. It may also
happen that many of the included es-
says do not avoid showing their entire
dependence on the incidental circum-
stance of their reunion.

La razén y la vida. Escritos en homena-
Je a Javier San Martin, dedicated to the
Spanish philosopher Javier San Martin
obeys to the main obliged conventions
of the academic subgenre of Festuchrift-
en, namely in its structure.

Apart from a four-page general in-
troductory presentation by the two
editors, accompanied by one page of
acknowledgments and followed by a
two-page poem by Antonio Dominguez
Rey, and from four concluding para-
texts, the book is divided in four sec-
tions. Two texts that, despite the dif-
ferences between them, can be classi-
fied as both testimonies from friends
and biographical notes (“De Afiorbe a
Compostela, a cidade das sete portas”
by Xosé Luis Barreiro and “Carta a un
amigo, el filésofo Javier San Martin”
by Lucia Parente) and seven essays in
which the reference to the interpreta-
tion of the honouree’s work is funda-
mental constitute the first section, that
is entitled “Biografica y Filoséfica” (pp.
21-103). The second section, “Fenome-
nolégica”, that includes eighteen essays
on sundry phenomenological themes is
the longest of the entire volume, total-
ling almost two hundred pages, approx-
imately a third of the whole book (pp.
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107-299). Quantitatively in number of
pages and of essays it is followed by the
fourth section, “Antropolégica” (pp.
389-550), with one hundred and six-
ty-two pages and fourteen essays. The
third section, “Orteguiana” (pp. 303-
386), with eighty-four pages distribut-
ed by eight essays, has dimensions sim-
ilar to those of the first section, which
comprises nine texts in a total of eighty-
three pages. The four already men-
tioned concluding paratextual elements
(pp- 551-613) consist of a list of works
referred to in the volume (pp. 551-579),
which naturally includes many items
by San Martin, an index nominum (pp.
607-613), the catalogue of short bio-
graphical notices of the fifty collabora-
tors of the book (pp. 595-605) and the
indispensable complete bibliography of
the celebrated scholar (pp. 581-593).
An index rerum and a tabula gratulatoria,
despite being two usual items in Feat-
schriften, are absent.

The editors qualify as “almost nat-
ural” (p. 13) their choice of the division
of the whole book in four categories or
sections, gathering “the main occupa-
tions and theoretical concerns of [the
honoured] author” (iidem). According
to the geographical analogy they use to
reinforce the naturalness of the organiza-
tion, the four sections function as the four
“cardinal points” (ibidem), ordering the
configuration of “the intellectual space in
which the professional career of Javier
San Martin has unfolded” (tden).

The first section, “Biografica y
Filoséfica”, was chosen to represent
the North, for its guiding role as prime
direction. It is purported to present
the “vocational activity” (ébidem) of the
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dedicatee, which receives special atten-
tion in the alluded to texts by Barreiro
and Parente. Four of the other already
mentioned seven texts that compose
this section (“La fenomenologia como
teorfa de una racionalidad fuerte segin
Javier San Martin. Hacia una antro-
pologfa fenomenolégica” by Noé Expo-
sito Ropero, “Condiciones y alcances
de la antropologia filoséfica fenome-
nolégica” by Antonio Zirién Quijano,
“La
proyecto antropolégico de Javier San
Martin” by Marcela Venebra, and “En

la escuela de la fenomenologia her-

idea del hombre racional: el

menéutica y de la critica. ; Qué antro-
pologfa filoséfica?” by Tomas Domingo
Moratalla) are essays on San Martin’s
interpretation of Husserl’s phenome-
nology and on his conception of a phe-
nomenological anthropology. One of
the other three essays in this northern
group, “La fenomenologia de la razén
de Husser!” by Luisa Paz Rodriguez
Sudrez, follows, in a close reading, the
interpretation of Husserl’s phenomenol-
ogy as “utopy of reason» presented by
San Martin in one of his books. If “Su-
jeto transcendental y direccién racional
de la vida” by Roberto J. Walton also
defends San Martin’s interpretation of
the coherence of Husserl’s thought,
Isabel Ferreiro Laved4dn in “Lo uno y
lo otro: creer y descrier” takes a rath-
er different approach on San Martin’s
work, giving priority to his dialogue
with Ortega y Gasset around “ideas
and beliefs” from a standpoint that tries
to throw light on some much philosoph-
ically debated contemporary issues.
For the editors it seems that, in
philosophy, the Sun rises as phenom-

enological since the “Fenomenolégica”
section corresponds to the East in their
imagery and the texts placed in it

tell us about the development of phi-
losophy and its reason for being as
a historical activity that originates
in Greece as an unsatisfied inquiry;
about [...] its permanent search in
the form of doubt, of criticism, of
reduction of the world extracting
certainties, of eidetic intuitions;
about articulating subjectivity and
intersubjectivity, and this in all the

dimensions of inquiring ((bidem).

Under the general classification of
this section a varied collection of es-
says is offered to the reader. “Hacia una
comprensién de sujetos no humanos. El
planteamiento de la pregunta en la fi-
losoffa husserliana” by Agata Bak and
“Néema, humanidad y animalidad” by
Luis Roman Rabanaque both contain
personal reflections stimulated by San
Martin’s considerations on animal sub-
jectivity. Francisc Perefia’s “Subjetivi-
dad, intersubjetividad y antropologia
filoséfica” deals with philosophical is-
sues raised by San Martin’s project of
the convergence of transcendental phe-
nomenology and philosophical anthro-
pology, comparing it to Tugendhat’s
project. Whereas the articles by Pedro
M. S. Alves, “Intuicién eidética en ldeas
I de Edmund Husserl y més all4”, and
by Rosemary Rizo-Patrén de Lerner,
“Constitucién teleolégica de la iden-
tidad, del instinto a la razén”, present
well-argued reappreciating interpre-
tations of Husserl’s philosophy, or as-
pects of it, the essays by Francisco José
Martin, “Foucault y la fenomenologia”,
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Lester Embree, “Notas sobre la cons-
titucién de la cultura en Cairns”, Maria
Luz Pintos Pefiaranda, “El pensamien-
to existencial de Merleau-Ponty ante
el materialismo histérico de Marx”,
Dalius Jonkus, “La primacia de la in-
tuicién en fenomenologfa: ; realismo
critico o realismo transcendental?”, and
Jorge Acevedo Guerra, “ Epoca técnica,
sociedad del conocimiento y educacién.
Heidegger”, centre on the analysis of
philosophical conceptions of later fig-
ures in the tradition of phenomenology,
respectively, Foucault, Cairns, Mer-
leau-Ponty, Seseman and Heidegger.
The articles “La sombra anterior a la
luz. Escultura de Apel.les Fenosa”, by
Antonio Dominguez Rey and “«Poética
filoséfica»” by Nel Rodriguez Rial are
two essays that use phenomenological
approaches in the fields of art and aes-
thetics. Both “La fenomenologfa como
paradoja” by Maria del Carmen Lépez
Sienz and “La vida absoluta. Hecho
primordial fenomenolégico e wmtimidad
transcendental  (Husserl-Ortega)” by
César Moreno Mdrquez take ground
on San Martin’s interpretation of the
relation between Ortega and phenom-
enology for their meditations. Manuel
Fraijé and Bernhard Waldenfelds pro-
vide with their articles, respectively
named “Aproximacién fenomenolégica
al hecho religioso” “Respeto”, two pow-
erful syntheses on their subjects.

The third section stands for the
South. The editors justify this analogy
with the importance of the influence of
Ortega y Gasset’s philosophy on Javier
San Martin as second only to Husserl’s
one, both considered as possessing “a
certain intellectual and moral superior-
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ity over other philosophies more or less
in vogue” (ibidem) at the time of the
honouree’s youth. In their opinion, San
Martin had a crucial role in redressing
a paradoxical historical “anomaly” (i:-
dem) —whereas Ortega’s disciples were
“philosophically speaking” (tbiden) au-
thoritative in Spanish institutions, they
along with Ortega himself were “not
only out of the Universities, but no one
was studying or reading him [Ortega]”
(ibidem). This affirmation would re-
quire a longer and more careful exami-
nation than that allowed to the whole of
the space reserved to this review. Any-
how, as it is, the reviewer, though not
being an expert on the history of Span-
ish philosophy in the last decades of the
twentieth century, takes it cum grano sa-
lts and considers that it could perhaps
be expressed in a more nuanced way
and sustained with more precise dates.
While it is exact that Ortega y Gasset
and his disciples named in the introduc-
tion (“Gaos, Zambrano, Ferrater Mora,
Marfas”) were kept out of the Spanish
university institutions of the period,
there were other distinguished figures
in Spanish thought somehow related to
the “School of Madrid” (a designation
proposed and consecrated in the 1950’s
by one of the best-known members of
it, Julidn Marfas), like Aranguren, Lain
Entralgo or Garagorri, just to name a
few, that had ties with Spanish univer-
sities, though not necessarily teaching
in departments of Philosophy. The cir-
cumstances that most of Ortega’s books
were not completely out of print in
Spain during all the period since 1950’s
till 1980’s and that the Revista de Occiden-

te was published with success between
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1963 and 1975 must also be considered.
That San Martin played an important
role in the renewal in the 1980’s of the
studies on Ortega’s philosophy is a
point which Diaz Alvarez and Lasaga
Medina emphasize: “since 1983, which
is when San Martin began his approach
to the «School of Madrid», a term re-
covered from oblivion and that the au-
thor himself has contributed to legiti-
mize, his books and articles have been
decisive in substantially modifying the
aforementioned «anomaly»” (pp. 13-
14). However, they should have per-
haps mentioned in the same context
other scholars and philosophers that
also played an important role in the de-
velopment and proliferation of the Or-
teguian tradition in the 1980’s period.
Two texts in this section (“Una
crénica filoséfica de integracién. Hus-
serl y Ortega en la interpretacién de
Javier San Martin”, by one of the ed-
itors of the collection, Lasaga Medina,
and “De la imagen al sentido. Comen-
tario a la Fenomenologia de Ortega y Gasset
de Javier San Martin”, by Maria Lida
Mollo) deal with San Martin’s inter-
pretation of Ortega’ relation with phe-
nomenology. The articles “La dindmica
histérica entre barbarie y cilivilizacién:
un itinerario del pensamiento de Orte-
ga y Gasset”, by Clementina Cantillo,
“El doble reto de la ética orteguiana.
Primeros apuntes sobre la dimen-
sién de la moral en Ortega”, by Sonia
Rodriguez Garcia, and “El filésofo y
sus filosoffas. Ortega, la fenomenologfa
y algo més”, by Dias Alvarez (the other
editor of the Festschrift) and Jorge Bri-
0so, are studies on Ortega’s philosophy.
“Una vocacién evidente” by Alicia de

Mingo Rodriguez is a reflection on the
notion of vocation from an Orteguian
standpoint. The two extant articles on
this section, “Azafia y Ortega”, by An-
tonio Garcia Santesmases, and “Claves
de la pedagogfa de Manuel Garcia
Morente”, by Juan Manuel Monfort
Prades, respectively treat Ortega’s po-
litical thought and his pedagogical con-
ceptions in relation to two of his
contemporaries.

The West is represented by the
fourth and last section, “Antropolégi-
ca”. The editors claim that “in it the
previous [three other sections] are ab-
sorbed and deepened, for Husserl and
Ortega [...] end up conceiving their
philosophies as «learnings of the hu-
man»" (p. 14). Furthermore, they high-
light that in philosophical anthropology
the theoretical and practical dimensions
of the philosophical activities exercised
by San Martin are reunited. This sec-
tion is in fact a motley one, under the
umbrella designation it has. It not only
covers articles on variegated philo-
sophical anthropological and cultural
anthropological themes (“La invencién
de la raza blanca: entre la igualdad
politica y la desigualdad de la na-
turaleza” by Paz Moreno Feliu, “Las
asociaciones de amigos del Camino
de Santiago: un caso de participacién
social en la gestién del patrimonio in-
material”, by Nieves Herrero, “;Ima-
ginacién o etnograffa? Imaginacién y
«realismo mégico» en la obra gallega de
Alvaro Cunqueiro”, by Marcial Gondar
Portasany, “Antropoténica y naturaleza
humana”, by Antonio Diéguez, “Antro-
pologfa filoséfica y arte. En torno a la
antropologia de Goya” by Joan B. Lina-
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res, “El lazo entre sexualidad y cultu-
ra. Para una antroplogfa psicoanalitica”
by Carlo Gémez, “De la razén situa-
cional a la razén intercultural. Una
propuesta de didlogo” by Santiago San-
tasilla, and “Teotihuacan: fragilidad
del nosotros. Un capitulo para la filo-
soffa interdisciplinar”, an outstanding
essay by Hans Rainer Sepp) but also
other ones on general or specific ethi-
cal subjects, including approaches to
them by contemporary thinkers (like
“Etica hermenéutica del cuidado de la
vida” by Jesds Conil, “La agenda éti-
ca de los tiempos globales” by Amelia
Valcdrcel, “Adolfo Sanchez Visquez.
Humanismo y praxis” by Pedro Ribas,
“El personalismo y la obra de Fernan-
do Rielo: Convergencias y nuevas pro-
puestas”, by Juana Sdnchez-Gey Vene-
gas) or even on sundry topics of history
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of philosophy, either ancient or early
modern (“La paidefa hermenéutica de
Aristételes. Reflexiones sobre Metafisi-
ca, IX. 6-10” by Teresa Ofiate Zubia,
“Kant y la cosa en si” by Jacinto Rivera
de Rosales, and “Maquiavelo, lector de
Aristételes”, by Moisés Gonzélez).

As expected, the core of the homage
paid to San Martin is constituted by the
essays exploring either some aspects of
his own philosophy or the combination
of both his announced two main phil-
osophical influences (Ortega and Hus-
serl) and not focusing just one of them in
isolation. Anyhow, this book, providing
its potential readers with a varied range
of studies on the work and thought of
Javier San Martin along with reflec-
tions on the main themes on which he
focused, constitutes a precious contri-
bution to philosophical studies.
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